passed by the court, the relationship of wife and husband
between Ramaseetha and Divakar does not cease and so, the
wife, Ramaseetha can file a suit for partition and claim her
husband's share.

137. Nagataj was selected as an I.A.S. Officer in a reserved
quota and he worked as Sub-Collector at various places and
ultimately became the Collector. He was posted as Collector of
Krishna District at Machilipatnam. Even before he was selected
as an I.A.S. Officer, he married Malleswari and they have got
two daughters. He led a happy married life for some time. After
he became an independent Collector, he was addicted to bad
vices like drinking and womanising and to meet the expenses for
his bad vices, he became corrupt in his official duties. His wife,
Malleswari requested him several times to give up his bad vices
saying that they were already having two young daughters. He
turned a deaf ear to her words. While he was working as a
Collector in Machilipatnam, one music concert was arranged in
which one Swarna, an All India reputed singer participated. She
was not married. However, because of her mingling with sevc ;al
persons in connection with the music programmes, she turned
out to be of a loose character. The music programme was o\er
and after that, she was very much pleased with the arrangements
made by the Collector. On that night the Collector invited her for
dinner at the guest house. She accepted the invitation and
attended the dinner. At that time, they had a free talk cutting
jokes and finally, Swarna had an intercourse with the Collector
From that time onwards, they used to meet very7 often at the guest
house at the Head Quarters and also at other places. Finally, both
of them came to an understanding to marry. It was indeed,
Swarna who having been satisfied with the official position of
Nagaraj and his treatment towards her, pressurised him to marry
her. Though he expressed that he was already a married man, she
requested him to devise some plan to get rid of the first wife.
Then, the Collector started illtreating the first wife. Malleswari,
the first wife got fed up with the behaviour of her husband.
Ultimately, the Collector suggested divorce by providing
sufficient provision for her and for her children and requested
his first wife to give her free consent. Can a decree for divorce
be obtained by the Collector in the above circumstances?

*   Under Section 13-B of the Hindu Marriage Act, a decree for
divorce by mutual consent can be obtained from the court. For
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